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M-64

Norfolk

Rich m ond

Marine Highway M-64

Data S ources:
1.  Inte rnational Bound arie s:  IPUMS
     (h ttps://inte rnational.ipum s.org/inte rnational/gis.sh tm l)
2.  Bath ym e try data:  Mich ae l Bak e r Inte rnational
3.  Marine  High ways:  MARAD/DOT

      Proje ction:
      NAD 1983 S tate  Plane Virginia North
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   Sponsor: Virginia Port Authority.

   Supporters: Port of Richmond and Hampton   
Roads Transportation Planning Organization.                                            

                                            
                                        Landside Route Served: Inte rstate -64
                                   Route Description:
                                 Th e  M-64 Route  includ e s Ham pton Roads, th e  Ch e sapeak e  
                                Bay, Jam e s Riv e r, and conne cting com m e rcial nav igation 
                                ch anne ls, ports, and  h arbors. It spands south e ast Virginia 
                                 from  Norfolk, VA to Rich m ond , VA. It conne cts to th e  M-95 
                                 Route  at Norfolk , VA.
                            Attributes:
                          I-64, a m ajor route  be twe e n Rich m ond  and Norfolk , VA link s th e  
                       Tid e wate r area to th e  I-95 Route , a v ital East Coast life line  for 
                     passe nge rs and fre igh t. Th e  U.S . De partm e nt of Transportation h as 
                   id e ntifie d  th e  Tid e wate r Virginia area as a m ajor fre igh t truck 
                 bottle ne ck , causing up to 500,000 h ours of d e lay annually. In ad d ition 
               to norm al traffic along th is route , th e  sea ports in th e  Norfolk area 
             proce sse d  ne arly 2 m illion Twe nty Foot Equiv ale nt Units (TEU) of 
          containe rize d  cargo in 2005, of wh ich  66 pe rce nt m ov e d  by truck , 24 
       pe rce nt by rail, and  only 10 pe rce nt bybarge/wate r.
  Th e se factors, com bine d  with  anticipate d  incre ase s in port trad e , are placing an  
       incre asing  d e m and  on th e  land sid e  section of I-64. Th e  wate r option, 
           wh ich  consists m ainly of th e  Jam es Riv e r, h as consid e rable capacity to 
             expand . An on-going m arine  h igh way se rv ice  th at began in 2008 is one  
               e xam ple  of th e  pote ntial th is route  can offe r. In its first year of 
                ope rations, th e  se rv ice  accom m od ate d  ov e r 6,000 containe rs along 
                 th e  route  th at would  h av e  oth e rwise  re pre se nte d  m ore  th an 6,000 
                   m ore  truck s trav e ling on I-64. Wh ile  th e  se rv ice ’s v olum e s continue  to 
                    grow, th is and oth e r Marine  High way ope rations face  v arious 
                    ch alle nges in re alizing th e  ad d itional pote ntial of th is alte rnativ e .                                                   
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